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SUBJ: GOM TAKES OVER BRITISH "CABLE AND WIRELESS COMPANY" 

1. PRIME MINISTER MINTOFF ANNOUNCED ON DECEMBER 31 THE CREATION 
OF "TELE MALTA," A NEW GOM-CONTROLLED COMPANY DESIGNED TO PRO- 
VIDE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN MALTA AND THE OUTSIDE WORLD, AS 
WELL AS BEING RESPONSIBLE FOR DOMESTIC TELEPHONE SERVICES. THE 
NEW ORGANIZATION TOOK OVER THE OPERATION OF EXISTING OVERSEAS 

TELEPHONE, TELEGRAPH AND TELEX FACILITIES FROM THE BRITISH 
"CABLE AND WIRELESS COMPANY" EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1. 1975, AND 
EVENTUALLY WILL BRING UNDER ONE ORGANIZATION THE EXISTING GOM 
TELEPHONE DEPARTMENT AND GOM TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER. 

2. INITIALLY, AT LEAST, ALL EMPLOYEES OF "CABLE AND WIRELESS" 

WILL BE RETAINED IN THEIR PRESENT POSITIONS, AND THE BRITISH 
MANAGER (THE ONLY NON-MALTESE IN THE ORGANIZATION) WILL CON- 
TINUE IN HIS POST DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD. AFTER A FEW 
MONTHS, HE WILL BE REPLACED AS GENERAL MANAGER BY HENRY COPPINI 
OF THE OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER. COMPENSATION BEING PAID 

BY GOM TO "CABLE AND WIRELESS" REPRTEDLY IS ACCEPTABLE TO THE 
BRITISH COMPANY AND IS THOUGHT TO BE ABOUT 300,000 MALTA 
POUNDS. 
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LESS THAN OVERJOYED AT THE GOM TAKEOVER, AND THERE HAVE BEEN 
EXPRESSIONSOF CONCERN ABOUT THE SECURITY OF THEIR JOBS UNDER 
THE NEW MANAGEMENT. PRIME MINISTER MINTOFF ANNOUNCED THAT THERE 
WOULD BE AN EXPANSION OF TELE MALTA'S EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES 
OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS IN CONNECTION WITH AGREEMENTS WITH 
THE FRENCH AND ITALIAN GOVERNMENTS TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE TO MALTA IN THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FIELD. MALTA 
DEFINITELY CAN USE IMPROVEMENT IN THIS AREA. SMITH 
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